
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Road Safety Instruction for Overseas Tourists 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to Formosa Island ï Taiwan.  The traffic regulation of Taiwan might be slightly 

different from your country.  To ensure your safety during your tour or visit in Taiwan, please 

get familiar with the following important regulations.  The Ministry of Transportation and 

Communication wishing you a pleasant trip. 

¶ It is left hand driving in Taiwan, so the car runs at the right lane. 

¶ Drivers or pedestrians should all follow the roads and traffic signs, marked lines, and 

signal instructions, and obey the command of traffic commanding officer. 

¶ Since the car runs at the right side of the road, pedestrians should look to the left first then 

to the right before crossing the road. 

¶ Do not drive without license.  All drivers should carry a driverôs license acknowledge by 

the government of the Republic of China. 

¶ All car drivers and front seat passengers should fasten their seat belts.  Children below 

four years old should be fastened in a car seat.  Motorcycle drivers and passengers 

should wear safety helmets. 

¶ No speeding.  Change down when it is raining or when it is foggy. 

¶ Keep a safety distance while driving.  According to the traffic regulation of freeway and 

expressway, minimum distance between cars is rpm/hour divided by 2 (unit: meter), and 

50 meters inside long tunnels. 

¶ Change down when driving in mountain roads.  Drive at low gear when driving down at 

long steep hill. 

¶ Do not modify the car.  Do not drive dangerously on the road such as zigzag driving, 

racing, tournament, etc. 

¶ Do not drive after drinking.  Alcohol concentrate per liter in driverôs breathe should not 

exceed 0.25 mg or alcohol concentrate in the blood should not exceed 0.05% (exhaled 

alcohol concentrate should not exceed 0.55 mg per litter or alcohol concentrate in the 

blood should not exceed 0.11%.  Anyone who had violated the public hazard crime in the 

Criminal law shall be prosecuted).  Drug abuse is prohibited. 

¶ Do not use handheld mobile phone while driving. 

¶ Dial 110 for any emergency that requires assistance or in reporting the case.  Dial 119 for 

help if there is anyone injured or fire. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About Taiwan 

Taiwan is a beautiful island at the West Pacific Ocean.  Taiwan has 

a population of 23 million people who loves freedom, which 

includes the island of Taiwan, Penghu, Kinmen, Matsu, Orchid 

Island, and Green island.  Taiwan has beautiful sceneries, nice 

climate, well-developed commercial and industrial society, and 

traffic convenient.  Hence, Taiwan is a very nice place for taking a 

vacation and shopping.  We sincerely welcome you to visit 

Taiwan. 

The traffic regulation of Taiwan might be slightly different from 

your country.  You may probably drive a car during your tour or 

visit to Taiwan.  This website provides you some information 

related to traffic safety. 

Donôt hesitate to contact us if you have any question. 

 

Note: 

This website provides major common traffic 

regulations only.  For more details, please refer to the 

Traffic Regulation of the Republic of China. 

 

Ministry of Transportation and Communication  

http://www.motc.gov.tw/ 

Address: No.50, Sec. 1, Ren-ai Rd., Jhongjheng District, 

Taipei City 100, Taiwan (R.O.C.) 

Phone No.: (02)23492900  

  

Directorate General of Highway, M. O. T. C. 

http://www.thb.gov.tw/ 

Address: Address:No.70, Sec. 1, Jhongsiao W. Rd., 

Jhongjheng District, Taipei City 100, Taiwan (R.O.C.) 

Phone No.: (02) 23113456  

 

http://www.motc.gov.tw/
http://www.thb.gov.tw/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When turning right from the slow lane, 

change into the slow lane at 30~60 

meters distance from the corner. 

Right Lane Driving 

Right Lane Driving  

Remember, all the cars in Taiwan drives at right 

side of the dividing driving direction line.  If 

there is no diving line, drive at the right side of 

the road. 

 

Turning  

Our road system is driving at the right side. Therefore, 

when the car is making a right turn, turn on the 

indicator light before 30m distance from the corner, 

change into the outer lane, right turn lane, or slow lane, 

and then turn right once you reach the corner.  If you 

are turning right from the slow lane, change into slow 

lane at 30m ~ 60m distance from the corner.   

If you want to make a left turn, turn on the indicator 

light before 30m distance from the corner, change into 

the inner lane or left turn lane, and then turn left once 

you reach the center of intersection.  Do not occupy 

the opposite lane to forestall turning left.   

If there is a dividing island between fast and slow lanes, 

cars driving in the slow lane are prohibited from turning 

left, and cars driving in the fast lane are prohibited from 

turning right.   
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If there is a dividing island between fast and slow lanes, cars 

driving in the slow lane are prohibited from turning left, and 

cars driving in the fast lane are prohibited from turning right. 



 

 

Overtaking  

All the cars in Taiwan drive at the right side of the road from the center, and driverôs seat is at the left side of the car.  

Therefore, in order to have clearer view in judging the road condition before overtaking, overtake from the left side of the 

car ahead, but only where there is a dotted yellow center line nearest to you.  Turn on the left indicator light if you want to 

overtake, make sure there is sufficient space before overtaking from the left side of the car ahead, and then turn on the right 

indicator light once you have driven to a safety distance to drive into the driving route.   

The followings are the common road center lines and their definition in Taiwan.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Overtaking 

The red car should make 

sure there is sufficient space 

between the green car ahead 
before overtaking 

 

The red car is not allowed 

to overtake or cross-over 

the center line 

 

For all vehicles in both 

ways, overtaking or 

crossing over center line 

is not allowed 

 

All vehicles in 

both ways should 

make sure there 

is sufficient space 

with the car 

ahead before 

overtaking 

 

Changing Lane 
If you want to change lane, you may only change lane at the dotted white line nearest you.  Turn on the 

indicator light before changing lane, and make sure there is sufficient safety distance and the front and rear 

of the adjacent side lane before changing lane.  If there are cars nearing that lane, let them pass first.   

The followings are the marked lines and their definition applied in the roads in Taiwan.   

 

Cars in the inner 

lane may not 

change into the 

outer lane, but cars 

in the outer lane 

may change into 

the inner lane. 

 

Cars in the inner lane 

may not change into 

the outer lane.  Cars 

in the outer lane also 

may not change into 

the inner lane. 

 

Cars in the inner 

lane may change 

into the outer lane.  

Cars in the outer 

lane may also 

change into the 

inner lane. 

 

Cars in the inner 

lane may change 

into the outer lane, 

but cars in the outer 

lane may not 

change into the 

inner lane. 

 



 

 

 

Driving Sequence at Intersection  

When you are driving through an intersection, drive according to the signal instruction or according to traffic command of 

traffic officer.  If there is no traffic signal control at the corner, or the signal is out of order and there is no traffic officer 

around, drive according to the following sequence.  But in case there is traffic congestion, pass alternately with other cars.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Intersection 

 

¶ Cars in Branch Lane Giving Way to Cars in Trunk Lane  
As you are reaching the corner, if there is a STOP sign post inside the dotted line, GIVE 

WAY sign, marked line, or flashing red signal light on the road ahead as shown in the 

upper right figure, the road crossing over the corner is the trunk lane, so you are driving on 

the branch lane.  You should stop and allow the cars in the trunk lane to go first. 

 ¶ Cars in Lesser Lanes Giving Way to Cars in More Lanes 
If there is no STOP sign, GIVE WAY sign, marked line, or 

flashing red signal light at the intersection as shown in the 

upper right figure, count the number of lanes at both ways.  

Cars in the lesser lanes should stop and allow the cars in 

more lanes to pass first.  The number of lanes includes fast 

lane, slow lane, lane for special type of vehicles, and turning 

lane. 

 

¶ Turning Cars Giving Way to Straight Driving Cars  
If there is no signpost, marked line, or signal diving the trunk 

lane from branch lane and the same number of lanes at both 

ways, cars that want to make turns should stop and let the cars 

driving straight ahead to go first. 

 

¶ Cars from the Left Giving Way to Cars from the Right  
If there is no signpost, marked line, or signal diving the trunk 

lane from branch lane with the same number of lanes at both 
ways and both are driving straight ahead or turning, car at the 

left should stop and let the car at the right to go first. 

 

¶ Cars Turning Right Giving Way 

to Cars Turning Left   

If the on-coming cars are turning left 

and right from the corner into the same 

lane, the car turning right should let the 

car turning left go first. 

 

¶ Cars in Outer Circle Giving Way to Cars in 

Inner Circle, Cars in Outside the Rotunda 

Giving Way to Cars in the Inner Lane  
When you are driving into a rotunda and there are 

cars coming from the rotunda before you enter the 

rotunda, stop and allow them to go first.  Cars 

driving in the rotunda and cars in the outer lane 

should let the cars in the inner lane to go first. 

 


